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RAMNATH GOENKA EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM AWARDS

Debate, even dissent, should lead
to deC|S|ons in natlonal interest: V-P

o CPRadhakrishnan
Ppresents awards

to 25 winnersin

18 categories

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, March 27

HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPOR-
TANCE of dialogue inademoc-
racy, Vice President CP Rad-
hakrishnan said on Friday
that “discussion, debate and
even dissent” should eventu-
ally lead to decisions taken in
national interest.

Delivering the keynote
address, before presenting the
Ramnath Goenka Excellence
in Journalism Awards as chief
guest, Radhakrishnan said, “Tt
is through the rigorous
exchanges of ideas, the ques-
tioning of assumptions, and
therespectful accommodation
of differing viewpoints that
policies are refined and deci-
sions gain legitimacy. I firmly
believe that discussion, debate
and even dissent should ulti-
matelylead todecision making
in the interest of the nation,
rather than disruption.”

With Delhi Lieutenant-
Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu present on the dais,
the Vice President presented
the awards for outstanding
contributions in journalism
for 2024 to 25 winners in 18
categories from print, digital
and broadcast platforms,
including investigative report-
ing, politics and government,
feature writing, books (non-
fiction), sports and regional
language journalism.

In his speech, Radhakrish-
nan spoke of the legacy of

PRINT /
HINDI
AVADHESH AKODIA,
DAINIK BHASKAR
REGIONAL LANGUAGES
MUHAMMAD SABITH U M,
MATHRUBHUMI
AKHIL SIVANAND,
MATHRUBHUMI
ENVIRONMENT,

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
REPORTING

JAYASHREE NANDI,
HINDUSTAN TIMES

TANNU JAIN,

HINDUSTAN TIMES

ITAl

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan during the Ramnath Goenka Award function

Ramnath Goenka, recalling the
publishing of a blank editorial
in The Indian Express during
the Emergency.“These awards,
intheir 20thyearof inception,
honourthelegacy of Shri Ram-
nath Goenka ji, which was
defined by courage,” he said.
Speaking about Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s NDA
government, Radhakrishnan

this was stilla challenge.
Earlier, delivering the wel-
come address, Viveck Goenka,
Chairman and Managing
Director of The Indian Express
Group, said: “The journalist of
the next 20 years will need to
be,simultaneously, more tech-
nically capable and more
humanly irreplaceable than
ever before. They have to meet

said its biggest achi

has been bringing 25 crore
people out of poverty, adding
that development should be
inclusive.

Citing the Prime Minister’s
speech at the Ramnath
Goenka Memorial Lecture last
year,when he said there was a
need toshed the colonial hang-
over, the Vice President said

UNCOVERING INDIA
INVISIBLE

VIJAY PAL DUDI,
DAINIK BHASKAR

BUSINESS &

ECONOMIC
JOURNALISM

PRAVEEN PARAMASIVAM,
THOMSON REUTERS
MUNSIF VENGATTIL,
THOMSON REUTERS
ADITYA KALRA,
THOMSON REUTERS

SPORTS JOURNALISM

SRIKKANTH DHASARATHY,
DT NEXT

theyare,inall
formats, radio, video and text.
Readers will not come to us
simplybecause we have always
been here.We must gotothem,
speak to them in their lan-
guages, on their platforms, in
formats they have chosen.”
Goenka said the role of jour-
nalismwas not to choosesides,
but to illuminate. “To give citi-

WINNERS 2024

REPORTING ON
POLITICS
AND GOVERNMENT

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY,
THE INDIAN EXPRESS

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
MRIDULIKA JHA,

AAJTAK

FEATURE WRITING
VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA,
THE INDIAN EXPRESS
CIVIC JOURNALISM
SANDIP DIGHE,

THE TIMES OF INDIA
SREYA CHATTERJEE,
INDIATODAY

:1:e)

zens theinformation theyneed
to understand their world and
make their choices as free peo-
ple.That has always been jour-
nalism’s calling. The winners
we honour tonight have
answered that calling. Theyvin-
dicate mybelief that good jour-
nalism is thriving in the pre-
sent -- and has a very bright
future. Because whatever the
technology or the disruption,
the citizen's need, our need, to
know the truth will never go
away. It will get stronger and
more urgent,”he said.

In his address, Raj Kamal
Tha, Chief Editor, The Indian
Express, said: “Good journal-
ism will remain, at its core,
about telling stories we did not
know, stories that in

power does not want us to
know. We are handed certifi-
cates. Certificates for journal-
ism. Certificates for national-
ism. One by the politician who
plays editor. Another by the
editorwho plays politician. We
don’t need these certificates.
What we need is the respect of
the reader -- the reader who
returns to us not because we
told them what they want to
hearbut because we didn’t”
Anant Goenka, Executive
Director, The Indian Express
Group, presented a memento
to the Vice President -- a por-
trait of him made by Shyam
Kumar Prasad, Chief Illustra-
tor, The Financial Express.
Among those who attended
the awards ceremony were Lok
Sabha MPs Manish Tewari, Anil
Baluni and Rajeev Kumar Rai;
Rajya Sabha MP Rajeev Shukla;
BJP leader Rajendra Agarwal;
CPI general secretary D Raja;
lawyer-politician ~ Ashwani
Kumar;and,Mongolian Ambas-
sador Ganbold Dambajav.
Thejuryforthe 20th edition
of the awards, instituted by
the Ramnath Goenka Founda-
tion, included Justice BN Srikr-
ishna, former judge at the
Supreme Court; Prof C Raj
Kumar, founding Vice Chancel-
lor,OPJindal Global University;
Prof KG Suresh, Director of
India Habitat Centre, former
Vice Chancellor, Makhanlal
Chaturvedi National University
of Journalism & Communica-
tion and former Director
General, Indian Institute of
Mass Communication; Rohini
Nilekani, Chairperson, Rohini
Nilekani Philanthropiesand Co
Founder& Director, EkStep; and
Dr SY Quralsl'u former Chief
Election C
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IPL returns: Bigger than ever

Amid the West Asia war, upcoming state elections and the euphoria surrounding
Dhurandhar 2,India’s summer cricket carnival — the IPL - is all set to dominate prime-
time space, again. Season 19 will witness 84 matches across 13 venues between March 28
and May 31. Ankit Pattnaik takes a look at the business numbers, stats and facts.

BIZ STATS

u Total IPL biz value:

¥l.6Lcr

($18.5 billion)

m Highest valued
franchise:

RCB at

%1.78 bn
(around
%16,660

.63 bn
(%15,000-%16,300
cr), Rajasthan Royals
sits in the second spot

W Y-0-Y growth:
Franchise values have
surged roughly 25x

since inception

m New rule: Ball to be changed in
10th over to help bowlers combat
it games

the 'dew factor'

m Star trade: Sanju Samson was
traded to CSK from RR, while
Ravindra Jadeja reunited with RR

u All-indian affair: For the 1st-
time ever, all teams are starting
the season with Indian captains

2025 VIEWERSHIP

1bn

viewers tuned in

STATS & TRIVIA

won the title fi

times each

¥25.2

Aussie all-rounder Cameron

Green bought by KKR, became
the most expensive overseas
buy in league's history

across TV & digital;

620 mn on digital platforms alone

views and 384.6 bn

23,1 bn minutes of watch time

on digital streaming

AD PROJECTIONS

m Total ad revenue is
projected to reach
¥7,500-8,000 cr,
growing by 10-15%

m Influencer marketing is
likely to touch 700 cr.
FMCG brands lead with
32% share of tie-ups

uJioStar has locked in
27 sponsors ahead of
IPL2026

Ml and CSK have

ive

IIM-Ahmedabad PGP placements
see 45% jump in PE, VC offers

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, March 27

THEFINALPLACEMENT process
for the flagship postgraduate
programme (PGP)at the Indian
Institute of Management-

hmedabad (IIM-A) concluded

Z47.1n management consult-
ing, BCG emerged as the largest
recruiterwith 33 offers, followed
by McKinsey & Company (21)
and Bain & Company (20).

In the investment banking
and markets cohort, Goldman
Sachsled followed

with the lateral process held
betweenJanuary 5and 15,2026,
during which firms interviewed
candidates with priorworkexpe-
rience for middle and senior
management roles across sec-
tors like tech, banking, finance,
consultingand analytics.

ARVIND OJHA,
INDIATODAY

PHOTO JOURNALISM

PRAVEEN JAIN,
THE PRINT

BOOKS (NON-FICTION)

APARAJITH RAMNATH,
PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE

AST / DIGITAI

HINDI

SARVAPRIYA SANGWAN,
BBC NEWS HINDI

REGIONAL LANGUAGES

FOUSIYA MUSTHAFA,
NEWS MALAYALAM 24x7

ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY REPORTING

ROHINI KRISHNAMURTHY,
DOWN TO EARTH

DHRUVAL PAREKH,
DOWN TO EARTH

UNCOVERING INDIA
INVISIBLE

BASANT KUMAR,
NEWSLAUNDRY

REPORTING ON POLITICS
AND GOVERNMENT

RISHIKA KASHYAP,
DECCAN HERALD

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

SREYA CHATTERJEE,
INDIATODAY

with strong participation from
private equity/venture capital
(PE/VC) and management con-
sulting firms.

Fortheclassof 2026, offersin
the PE/VC cohort rose 45%y-o-
y, with top recruiters including
Blackstone, Elevation Capital,
General Atlantic, Temasek and

by Citibank with four. Among
conglomerates, Essar Group
extended the highest number of
offers(8), while TataAdministra-
tive Services (5), Aditya Birla
Group (4), Godrej Industries
Group (4), and Mahindra (4)
werealsokey recruiters.

The placement cycle began

The institute continued its
‘dream’ application process,
allowing students to apply to
preferred firms in subsequent
clusters even after securing an
offer. “Over 150 applications
havebeenmade. Thisshowcases
the student friendliness of our
process,” the institute said.
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How the West Asia war has come home

IVINDER GILL,
RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
&NARAYANANV
NewDelhi/Mumbai
Chennai, March 27

INCHANDIGARH, 80-YEAR-OLD
Kishan Singh is figuring out
how to get a PNG connection
after refusing to get one so far.
The frail heart patient who lives
alone will have to make rounds
of local offices to secure a con-
nectionbeforethe three-month
deadline mandated by the gov-
ernment on Wednesday.

In Pune, gas is a privilege
only for the living, with the
municipal corporationissuinga
directive to shut down the 18
gas-based crematoriums in the
city and only use electric or
wood-based facilities. Munici-
pal Commissioner Naval Ram
Kishore has said the move is
aimedat preventingshortage of
cooking gas for households.

Delhi  student  Aditi
Sharma, whois taking her Class
12 Board exams, is factoring in
increased food delivery costsas
she struggles between history
dates and midnight cravings
for spicy noodles.

As the US-Israel-Iran war
continues, squeezing supply
of oil and gas and plunging
global reserves, the crisis
has now trickled down to the
masses. Policy directivesaimat
saving thelast ounce of energy,
compromisingbusinessesand
establishments and upending
daily life.

Over 20% restaurants and
eateries had shut down nation-
wide by mid-March, with many
more facing closure after the
government prioritised LPG for
domestic use over commercial.
And, even though commercial
cylinder costs have been hiked
by only %144, sourcing one is
difficult, with people paying

People walt to reflll thelr LPG cyllnders outside a gas agency amid repcrts of shortage of

| gas ,in
upward of 34,000 per cylinder
despite mandated prices of
around ¥1,900.

Roopa Thakur, who runs
‘Mata DiSnacksin Thane, Maha-
rashtra, has two cylinders in
stock, and says they are using
LPGjudiciously, relyingmoreon
induction stoves. “We do most
prep like chutney from home,
and only do major cooking in
our canteen,” she says, fearing
the dayboth cylinders run out.

Shobha, a 50-year-old
woman running an office can-
teen in Noida, daily

yagraj on Friday

Over 20% restaurants
and eateries had

an

source. Her attempt to secure a
fresh Indane connection ended
in intment. “I spent

shut down nati
by mid-March, with
many more facing
closure after the
government prioritised
LPG for domestic use
over commercial
I

than 7.3 million jobs.
For 46-year-old Rapido dri-
verR iin Chennai,

over an hour just for an
enquiry,” she recalls a visit toa
gasagencyin AnnaNagar. “They
are unable to supply even to
existing customers and asked
me to come after the second
week of April” Serpentine
queues with irate customers
complaining about delayed
cylinder delivers, bookingissues
and wrong supplies are com-
monacross the city.

i earns X650-

how long she can afford to run
her business, unable to pass on
rising gas costs — over 34,500
per cylinder, which earlier cost
1,700 - toher customers. Her
immediate solutionis toreduce
staffby halfto save on wages -a
strategy if implemented indus-
trywide will endanger more

counting trips has given way to
counting meals. “From three
meals to two, I now manage
with just one a day, with tea or
coffee in between rides,” she
says. Living alone, she relies on
a 5-kg LPG cylinder that now
costs nearly double from a
month ago, and is difficult to

800 a day. After setting aside
%150-200 for petrol, what
remains barely stretches across
rent and food. With no gas at
home, she depends on roadside
meals, but those are getting
costlier.“Mealslike curdriceand
tomato rice that were 50 are
now ¥70. A dosa has gone from

epaperfinancialexp PELNe e @

%50 to %90. Stalls now offer
three idlis instead of four for
%20. It’s not enough to get
through theday,” shelaments.
The cost of LPG cylinders
for domestic use was hiked by
%60 on March 7, and while the
government unin-
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terrupted supply, people are
sceptical of facing a shortage,
and are turning to electrical
appliances instead.

SavitaDas(42),whoworksas
a domestic help in Delhi, says
there are long queues for cylin-
ders, and she will have to spend
anentire day standinginline to
source one. For now, she is rely-
ing on a coil heater for some of
her cooking, while also being
apprehensive of the additional
electricity charges.

In Guwahati, 45-year-old
media professional Karan
Dhamija (name changed)
boughtaninduction stove fear-
ing an LPG squeeze. He surely
found a solution for himself,
but with people turning to
appliances such as induction
stoves — sales of which are spi-
ralling to the extent of hitting
availability — the toll on the
power bill can be a national
challenge. Peak power demand
is expected to touch 270
gigawatts during the impend-
ing summer, and even as the
government has assured of
meeting this number, electric-
ity use can be the next crisis
that will surely attract cuts,
both on commercial and
domestic fronts.

With a recent CLSA report
indicating that the energy cri-
sis will persist even if the war
were to end right away, and oil
and LNG prices expected to
remain 15-25% above pre-
war levels for the next few
quarters, daily battles for the
common man seem unlikely to
end anytime soon.
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SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

PAVUNJUR BRANCH

S.No. [ VEH.No. MAKE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

MODEL

1. | UN220038

KAIRA LCO8K CONTRACT KING POWER TRACK HARVEST

2023

CONTACT : KARTHICK N, 8754146795

VALASARAVAKKAM BRANCH

S.No. VEH.No. MAKE

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED
VEHICLE FOR SALE

MODEL

1. |TN-10 AZ -0090

(TOYOTA) ETIOS D 4D GD DIESEL 5 SEATER

2017

CONTACT : 9787771700, 6382833489

VANDALUR BRANCH

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED
VEHICLE FOR SALE

SNO.| VEH.NO MAKE MODEL
1. | TN11BB 5623 TVS AUTO DURAMAX BS6 CNG-P| 2022
CONTACT, MANIVELRAJAM MOB - 9683115658
SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED
KANCHIPURAM lll Branch VEHICLE FOR SALE
SNO| VEH NO VEHICLE DESCRIPTION YEAR
1. |TN20BM-2282] TATA ACE EX 2011
2. |TN21AF-2534| TATAACE 2010
3. |TN18Q-1299 | MAHINDRA BOLERO MAXI TRUCK | 2013
4. |TN75B-2181 | TATAACE 2009

CONTACT: 6382875651
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EXIT OFFER PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE ATTENTION OF EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF

PEBCO MOTORS LIMITED
CIN: L67120WB1971PLC029802
Registered Office: 8A, Monalisa, 17 Camac Street, Kolkata - 700 017
Phone: +91 (033) 4602 5592; E-mail: ro@pebcomotors.com; Website: www.pebcomotors.com

This Exit Offer Public Announcement dated ("Exit Offer PA 6") is being issued by SKP Securities Limited ("Manager
to the Exit Offer") for and on behalf of Mr. Kishan N. Parikh ("the Promoter Acquirer" / "Acquirer") of Pebco Motors
Limited ("PML" / "the Company") to the remaining Public Shareholders ("Residual Public Shareholders") of the
Company pursuant to Regulation 27(1)(a) of Securities and Exchange Board of India (Delisting of Equity Shares)
Regulations, 2021 ("SEBI Delisting Regulations") read with exemption granted by Securities and Exchange Board
of India ("SEBI") pursuant to Regulation 42 of SEBI Delisting Regulations, vide their letter reference no.
SEBI/HO/CFD/DCR2/P/OW/2023/45507/1 dated November 13, 2023 ("Exemption Letter") in accordance with terms
and conditions set out in the Exit Letter of Offer dated September 02, 2024 ("Exit LOF").

This Exit Offer PA 6 is in continuation to and should be read in conjunction with the Exit LOF. Capitalized terms used
but not define in this Exit Offer PA 6 shall have the same meaning assigned to them in the Exit LOF.

1. DATE OF DELISTING
The Calcutta Stock Exchange Limited ("CSE") vide its letter reference no. CSE/LD/16367/2024 dated August 29,
2024 has informed that the equity shares of the Company have been delisted from CSE effective from
August 30, 2024 ("Delisting Date").

2. INVITATION TO RESIDUAL PUBLIC SHAREHOLDERS TO AVAIL THE EXIT OFFER

A separate Exit LOF along with Exit Offer Application Form containing the terms and conditions for participation
of the Residual Public Shareholders during the period of two years starting from the date of delisting i.e., from
Monday, September 02, 2024 to Tuesday, September 01, 2026 (both days inclusive) ("Exit Period") has already
been dispatched on September 02, 2024 by the Acquirer to the Residual Public Shareholders whose names
appears in the register of members as on Friday, August 30, 2024. The Residual Public Shareholders are requested
to avail the Exit Offer by tendering their equity shares at Rs. 411.80 (Rupees Four Hundred Eleven and Eighty
Paise) per equity share ("Exit Price") during the Exit Period, by submitting the required documents to the Company
as set out in Exit LOF.

In the event if the Residual Public Shareholders do not receive or misplace the Exit LOF, they may obtain a copy
by writing to the Company with the envelope marked "PML - EXIT OFFER". A soft copy of the Exit LOF along
with Exit Offer Application Form can be downloaded from the website of the Company i.e., www.pebcomotors.com
or the website of the Manager to the Exit Offer i.e., www.skpsecurities.com.

For the quarter ended February 28, 2026, follow-up communication to the Residual Public Shareholders has been
sent on March 26, 2026 by email / ordinary post / speed post/ registered post in terms of Regulation 27(1)(b) of
SEBI Delisting Regulations.

3. PAYMENT OF CONSIDERATION TO RESIDUAL PUBLIC SHAREHOLDERS

Subject to fulfillment of the terms and conditions mentioned in the Exit LOF, the Acquirer intends to make payment
on a monthly basis, within 10 working days at the end of the calendar month in which equity shares have been
validly tendered ("Monthly Payment Cycle"). Payments will be made only to those Residual Public Shareholders
who have validly tendered their equity shares by following the instructions as set out in the Exit LOF and Exit
Offer Application Form. The Acquirer reserves the right to make payment earlier.

If any Residual Public Shareholders have any query with regard to the Exit Offer/Exit Period, they may contact
the Manager to the Exit Offer or the Company. All other terms and conditions of the Exit Offer as set forth in the
Exit Offer PA and Exit LOF shall remain unchanged.

MANAGER TO THE EXIT OFFER :

SKP SECURITIES LIMITED

CIN: L74140WB1990PLC049032

SEBI REGN. NO: INM000012670

Validity period: Permanent

Contact Person: Anup Kumar Sharma / Alka Khetawat

Address: 1702-03, BioWonder, 789 Anandapur, E M Bypass, Kolkata - 700 107

Tel No.: +91 33 6677 7000; Email: contact@skpsecurities.com; Website: www.skpsecurities.com
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Kishan N. Parikh
(Promoter Acquirer)
Date : March 27, 2026
Place : Jamshedpur
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